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11230500 BEAR CREEK NEAR LAKE THOMAS A. EDISON, CA
San Joaquin River Basin 

LOCATION.--Lat 37°20′22″, long 118°58′21″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, Fresno County, Hydrologic Unit 18040006, unsurveyed, in Sierra 
National Forest, on right bank, 0.2 mi upstream from diversion dam, 1.7 mi upstream from mouth, 2.1 mi south of Lake Thomas A. Edison, and 2.4 mi 
northeast of Mono Hot Springs. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--52.5 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1921 to current year. Monthly discharge only for some periods, published in WSP 1315-A. Prior to October 1954, published 
as "near Vermilion Valley." 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 611: 1922(M). WSP 1345: 1931-35. WSP 1515: 1922-30. WSP 1930: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 7,366.94 ft above NGVD of 1929 (levels by Southern California Edison Co.). 

REMARKS.--No storage or diversion upstream from station. See schematic diagram of upper San Joaquin River Basin. 

COOPERATION.--Records were collected by Southern California Edison Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project nos. 67 and 120. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 3,660 ft³/s, Sept. 26, 1982, gage height, 8.35 ft, from rating curve extended above 570 ft³/s; 
minimum daily, 1.2 ft³/s, Sept. 29 to Oct. 5, 1924. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11230500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 7.5 30 e14 e19 e32 29 51 107 686 629 128 32 
2 7.8 33 e14 e22 e30 30 56 115 668 666 115 31 
3 7.8 36 e14 e26 31 28 52 144 585 629 103 29 
4 7.6 32 e14 e30 32 30 48 150 562 552 94 27 
5 7.4 30 e14 e18 32 29 55 149 556 539 90 26 

6 7.4 28 e14 e20 32 29 92 116 460 533 90 25 
7 7.4 27 e14 e28 31 32 100 96 341 558 90 24 
8 7.3 34 e15 e31 28 41 67 103 298 541 94 23 
9 7.0 41 e17 e39 30 54 61 114 254 472 89 22 

10 6.9 45 e18 e45 28 65 56 98 275 435 87 22 

11 6.7 41 e17 e51 29 70 63 91 357 460 83 21 
12 6.5 35 e18 e58 30 80 78 108 438 493 78 21 
13 6.2 32 e18 e57 33 85 77 165 551 460 73 20 
14 6.0 30 e17 e40 31 70 74 239 647 395 70 19 
15 5.5 e29 e16 e33 32 57 91 343 683 376 82 19 

16 5.4 e29 e16 e32 33 51 120 572 635 341 111 18 
17 5.9 e28 e15 e31 35 46 139 300 461 343 91 18 
18 8.5 e29 e14 e31 33 43 134 324 359 351 78 17 
19 11 e28 e15 e32 31 42 112 404 334 340 70 17 
20 12 e25 e15 e35 31 43 86 478 353 303 63 17 

21 28 e23 e15 e39 32 44 82 503 449 290 58 26 
22 30 e26 e14 e40 33 45 88 605 506 327 54 23 
23 27 e24 e13 e41 31 50 76 637 502 299 50 21 
24 24 e21 e13 e41 30 55 69 639 487 256 48 20 
25 26 e20 e13 e38 29 52 68 685 422 214 45 19 

26 24 e16 e13 e36 29 47 84 748 352 171 43 21 
27 27 e16 e13 e34 29 50 96 726 394 157 41 31 
28 31 e14 e14 e33 28 48 95 757 431 153 39 31 
29 30 e17 e15 e34 --- 46 84 656 494 158 37 26 
30 31 e16 e16 e33 --- 44 102 554 565 152 35 24 
31 31 --- e16 e32 --- 45 --- 634 --- 134 34 --- 

Total 456.8 835 464 1,079 865 1,480 2,456 11,360 14,105 11,727 2,263 690 
Mean 14.7 27.8 15.0 34.8 30.9 47.7 81.9 366 470 378 73.0 23.0 
Max 31 45 18 58 35 85 139 757 686 666 128 32 
Min 5.4 14 13 18 28 28 48 91 254 134 34 17 
Ac-ft 906 1,660 920 2,140 1,720 2,940 4,870 22,530 27,980 23,260 4,490 1,370 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1922 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 14.7 15.5 20.1 23.5 24.0 34.3 87.5 257 347 201 64.9 27.7 
Max 62.2 56.1 71.2 107 61.0 89.0 172 586 740 747 349 260 
(WY) (1983) (1951) (1956) (1997) (1986) (2004) (1926) (1969) (1983) (1995) (1983) (1982) 
Min 2.71 3.10 4.86 4.50 5.80 9.00 33.1 71.3 42.2 12.2 3.15 1.63
(WY) (1925) (1930) (1930) (1924) (1991) (1924) (1975) (1977) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1922 - 2005 

Annual total  28,664.8    47,780.8    
Annual mean  78.3    131    93.3   
Highest annual mean    201 1983  
Lowest annual mean    29.2 1924  
Highest daily mean  365 Jun   6   757 May 28   2,610 Sep 26, 1982  
Lowest daily mean  5.4 Oct 16   5.4 Oct 16   1.2 Sep 29, 1924  
Annual seven-day minimum  6.0 Oct 11   6.0 Oct 11   1.2 Sep 29, 1924  
Maximum peak flow   1,080 May 26   3,660 Sep 26, 1982  
Maximum peak stage   6.32 May 26   8.35 Sep 26, 1982  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  56,860    94,770    67,600   
10 percent exceeds  203    474    292   
50 percent exceeds  40    40    30   
90 percent exceeds  9.6    15    7.0   
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